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Methods of Teaching Reading in the Content Area (Part 2)   

(Secondary Instruction) 

 

Instructor:  Mrs. Kathy Luongo 
Contact: Kathy.luongo@gmail.com 

 

Course Description 
 

This course will focus on strategies and methodologies to improve and enhance reading 

comprehension in the content areas for middle and high school students. Participants will 

use evidence-based practices that integrate reading skills, writing techniques, and 

literature models into their content areas. Participants will learn strategies to support 

digital literacy, the English language learners, and the reluctant readers as those students 

develop their academic vocabulary, self-questioning techniques, content specific reading 

strategies, and overall confidence to become a life long learner. 
 

Course Outcomes 
 

By the end of the course participants will be able to: 

 Identify developmental and brain based instructional strategies that integrate 

reading comprehension strategies with their content area. 

 Identify the five essential aspects of proficient reading and understand the inter-

relatedness of these aspects. 

 Identify and utilize informal reading assessments to support the struggling 

student. 

 Identify students’ reading strengths based on standardized test data. 

 Identify and implement the Common Core Literacy Goals that relate to the 

participant’s content area.  

 Analyze and identify content area materials that support the students’ strengths 

and challenges for differentiated instruction. 

 Identify key reading skills, behaviors, attitudes, and cultural influences that affect 

reading and literacy competencies.  

 Identify research-based practices to support ELL students in academic vocabulary 

acquisition. 

 Identify assistive technology resources that are available for students with IEP 

reading goals or students who are struggling learners. 

 

Required Texts 
 

The students are required to have access to either the International Literacy Association 

(www.reading.org) or ASCD (Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 

– www.ascd.org) websites in order to research and read current, evidence based journal 

articles relevant to this course. 
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Participants are to bring a copy of their content area curriculum guide, textbook teacher’s 

edition, or relevant instructional materials as references for this course. 

 

Participants are to bring a copy of the Common Core Literacy standards for the grade 

level(s) that they teach. 

 

Participants are to bring either a laptop or tablet to class. 

 

Assignments 
 

This is a credit/no credit course; therefore, letter or numeric grades will not be given.  

Rather, the participant must produce work products that are organized, well thought out, 

mechanically correct, and represent the work of a professional educator.  

 

1.  Final Project:  The participants will produce at least three lesson plans that include 

specific reading strategies to support their students’ strengths and challenges.  The lesson 

plans can be for one unit of study or created to be used during participant’s instruction 

throughout the upcoming school year.  This project will be due, and portions of it will be 

presented, on the last day of class.  More details will be provided on the first day of class.  

 

2.  Scholarly research articles:  Write a brief synopsis of three peer reviewed journal 

articles that support reading strategies for your content area.  Include in the synopsis the 

appropriate grade level, reading strategy, and practical application for the classroom 

teacher.  All synopses will be shared with the entire group so that everyone has a 

“storehouse” of research-based articles to refer to / provide to their faculties and families.   

 

3.  Share a video:  Each participant will locate an open access, online video that models a 

reading strategy that could be used during classroom instruction to demonstrate for their 

students what the reading strategy “looks like and how to use it.”  The video link will be 

shared with the entire group on the last day of class. More details will be provided on the 

first day of class.  

 

Bibliography:  Text resources and articles used to support instruction in this course will 

be provided in the full syllabus that will be provided on the first day of class. 
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