
Summer Institute 2015 -Recertification Course 

Course Title: The Fundamentals of Teaching Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder

Dates:  June 22-25, 2015 or June 29-July 2, 2015

Instructor: Rae Ann N. Record

Course Description: 

This course is an overview of autism spectrum disorders for teachers. We will examine the characteristics 
of individuals who have been identified as having autism. Participants will explore current issues and best 
practices in  providing educational services that meet the unique characteristics and need of students with 
autism.

The first half of this course will focus on definition, diagnosis, causes, intervention and program planning. The 
second half of this course will examine specific intervention strategies (involving ABA, TEACCH Model, and Self-
Regulation). 

Required Reading: 

Participants will be required to write 4 abstracts using current articles on topics related to best practices with 
teaching students with autism and research that focus on intervention approaches.

Journal Articles provided during class sessions.

Course Objectives:

As a result of this course, the student will have knowledge of and competence in: 

1. The definition and characteristics of learners with autism spectral disorders.
2. An array of teaching or treatment principles and strategies based on the learning 

characteristics of individuals with ASD, including strengths in visual information processing, 
and difficulties with social communication, attention, and executive function.

3. Intervention strategies used for sensory processing disorders and self-regulation of 
behaviors.

4. A variety of websites and apps developed for students with autism to be used for 
intervention and teaching strategies.

Learner Outcomes:



As a result of this course, the student should be able to:

1.   Identify the definition and  characteristics of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

2.   Recognize the unique learning styles of children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

3.   Solve behavior problems using visual strategies

4.   Create meaningful and individualized visual structure for students with ASD in both individual and group 
settings

5.     Implement the elements of structured teaching strategies to facilitate skills in the areas of academics, 
communication, and independence

 6.     Develop and implement sensory activities for relaxation and coping interventions

7.   Implement problem solving approaches to reduce behavioral difficulties

8.  Explore Low Tech to High Tech visual tools including video and tablets such as iPads and Apps

     
Topics for Each Day:   

Class Date

1 Introduction of course goals.

Focus on the definitions and characteristics of Autism Spectrum 
Disorders.

2 Focus on different theories of the causes of autism and the 
unique learning styles of children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders

3 Introduction to the components of structured teaching (TEACCH 
Model) Intervention strategies using technology

4 Develop sensory activities for relaxation and coping 
interventions
Develop problem solving approaches to reduce behavioral 
difficulties



Course Requirements:

1. Attendance and active  participation in all class sessions is required. 

2. Journal Article Reviews- Each student is required to research and critically review four journal 
articles on four different topics related to ASD.

3. Participants will be assigned research articles/literature and come prepared for class discussion/activity the 
next day.

Grading: Courses are graded Pass or Fail. Pass requires satisfactory completion of all assignments by the due 
date.


