
Course Title:    Methods of Reading Instruction 
  
Course Description: 
This course is designed to provide classroom teachers the research-based best practices, 
techniques and strategies in reading instruction.  Learners will explore how observation, 
interpretation, and evaluation result in effective, efficient instructional planning for each of 
the stages of literacy development.  Learners will focus on strategies for managing and 
allocating instruction time while developing the five components of reading (phonemic 
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension) as they relate to the 
implementation of a comprehensive reading program.   
                        
Required Reading:      
The textbook for this course, is Creating Literacy Instruction for all Students, by Thomas 
Gunning.  (Boston:  Pearson Education) 2013, eighth edition.  Amazon link 
                        
Course Objectives:      
As a result of this course, the student will have knowledge of and competence in: 
1. The reading product and reading process. 
2. National and state literacy standards that guide instruction of elementary reading 
competencies. 
3. Theories and instructional approaches for teaching reading. 
4. Instructional techniques that focus on developing phonemic awareness, decoding, 
vocabulary, comprehension and fluency. 
5. Methods and models of teaching reading to emergent and early fluent level readers in a 
primary classroom setting. 
6. Identify assessment techniques to monitor and improve instruction to meet the needs of 
the student. 
  
Learner Outcomes: 
As a result of this course, the student will be able to: 
1. Identify and describe scientifically based best instructional practices and recognize when 
such approaches should be applied or implemented. 
2. Describe and support rationales for planning decisions based on observation, 
interpretation, and evaluation of real or simulated situations. 
3. Select and analyze text for a “three tier” model (core, supplemental, intervention) for 
organizing classroom instruction for students who are culturally and linguistically diverse 
or may have special needs. 
4. Identify instructional routines and strategies for teaching the five major components for 
reading instruction:  (1) phonological and phonemic awareness, (2) phonics, (3) spelling 
and word study, (4) fluency development, and (5) vocabulary and comprehension. 
5. Develop or add instructional routines for fluency development to lesson plans and 
provide a rationale for planning decisions, based on real or simulated situations. 
6. Describe word study routines found in systematic approaches. 
7. Distinguish how text selection may influence the literacy development  process. 
8. Select decodable, “leveled” and appropriate text that support successful strategic 
research based instruction that lead to literacy development. 
9. Use screening and diagnostic data, to include fluency-based measures of letter 
recognition, phonological skill, whole word recognition, spelling, passage reading, 
knowledge of phonic correspondences, and comprehension. 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0132685795/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0132685795&linkCode=as2&tag=midatlancatho-20&linkId=C3DCA7OGLP7IANZF
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0132685795/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0132685795&linkCode=as2&tag=midatlancatho-20&linkId=C3DCA7OGLP7IANZF


10. Identify research-validated intervention approaches for students who are linguistically 
and culturally diverse with special needs. 
11. Compare and contrast explicit, systematic instruction with implicit, incidental, 
opportunistic instruction. 
12. Design, adapt and modify lessons according to recommendations from scientifically 
based reading research that are balanced between skill practice and composition with 
consideration for the needs of English Language Learners and students with 
exceptionalities. 
13. Demonstrate the implementation of a lesson to teach the components of literacy 
development to include sound-symbol correspondence, recognition and production, and 
ultimately blending and reading words. 
  
Topics for Each Day: 

  
Module 

  
Dates 

  
Reading 
Required 

  
Class Content 

1 Day 1-2 Chapters 1-4 Nature of Literacy, Literacy for All, Assessing 
for Learning, Emergent Literacy 

2 Day 3-4 Chapters 5-7 Phonics, High Frequency Words, Syllabic 
Analysis, Building Vocabulary, Comprehension: 
Theory and Strategies 

3 Day 5-6 Chapters 
8,9,12 

Comprehension: Text Structures and Teaching 
Procedures, Reading and Writing 

4 Day 7-14 Chapters 10, 
11, 13 

Reading Literature, Approaches to Teaching 
Reading, Creating and Managing a Literacy 
Program 

  
Course Assignments: 
1 Reflection Papers (3; 10 pts each)                                                         30 pts 
• Select and analyze a text for the Three-Tier Model                             
    (core, supplemental, intervention) 
• Big Book Demonstration 
• Philosophy of Reading Instruction 
2 Genre/strategy lesson                                                                               25 pts 
3 Theoretically based lesson plan (vocabulary, phonics,                   25 pts 
    comprehension, and writing) 
4.   Discussion Questions (4; 5 pts each)                                            20 pts 
  
Total                                                                                                           100 pts 
 
Grading: Courses are graded Proficient (80-100) or Fail (0-79). Proficient (Pass) requires 
satisfactory completion of all assignments by the due date. 
  
Participation: In order to receive credit for the course, students must fully participate in 
all  coursework and discussion threads. 
  
 


